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1. Course Annotation 

The course "Women in the Political History of Ukraine" is designed to explore the significant yet often 

underrepresented role that women have played throughout Ukrainian history, particularly in the political 

sphere. This course will offer students an in-depth analysis of the diverse contributions, struggles, and political 

engagements of Ukrainian women from the early modern period to the present day, analysing the intersection 

of gender, power, and politics in the context of Ukraine's social, cultural, and political evolution. 

The role of women in the political life of Ukraine has been historically marginalized, with their 

contributions often sidelined in mainstream narratives. However, Ukrainian women have long been involved 

in shaping the political landscape of the country, whether through activism, leadership in resistance 

movements, participation in major political events, or challenging societal norms. This course will highlight 

how women have been central figures in critical political moments in Ukraine’s history, from the Cossack 

period and national revival to their involvement in contemporary political movements such as the Euromaidan 

protests. 

The course will begin with an introduction to the historical context in which women’s political roles 

developed, offering a broad overview of the societal expectations and gender dynamics that shaped political 

participation in different historical periods. Students will examine the period of the Cossack Hetmanate and 

the early modern era, focusing on the roles of women in the political and military spheres. The contributions 

of female figures during this time—especially those in influential families – will be explored to show how 

women subtly but significantly shaped the political and military decisions of the time. 
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The 19th century, marked by the Ukrainian national revival, will also be a key focus. Women were 

instrumental in the intellectual and cultural movements that laid the foundations for Ukrainian nationalism, 

and this period saw the rise of notable female figures who were not only involved in cultural and social 

movements but also played a key role in advancing political thought in Ukraine. These women, many of whom 

were writers, educators, and political activists, shaped the discourse on Ukrainian identity and independence. 

The early 20th century, particularly during the period of Ukraine's brief independence in 1917-1921, 

witnessed significant involvement by women in revolutionary movements and political activism. Female 

figures took part in both the military and political wings of independence movements, contributing to the 

formation of the Ukrainian People’s Republic. This period will be explored in detail to understand how women 

navigated the political turmoil of this time, seeking both social change and political freedom. 

The Soviet era (1922-1991) represents a complex period of political repression, but also a time when 

women gained political representation within the structures of the Soviet regime. Students will study the 

contradictions of Soviet gender policies, focusing on the tension between official support for women’s equality 

and the reality of their political marginalization. Special attention will be given to the participation of women 

in the Communist Party, the Ukrainian dissident movement, and their involvement in underground resistance 

efforts during periods of heightened repression. 

The course will also address the contemporary political landscape in post-independence Ukraine, 

beginning with the significant political transitions after 1991. Following Ukraine’s independence, women 

faced both opportunities and challenges as they navigated a new political environment. The course will analyse 

the evolving role of women in the Ukrainian parliament, their participation in national elections, and their 

leadership in various political movements. The Orange Revolution (2004) and the Euromaidan protests (2013-

2014), which were both pivotal moments in Ukraine’s democratic development, will be examined to 

understand the crucial role of women in these political upheavals. The course will consider how the increased 

political participation of women during these events has influenced gender equality in politics and continues 

to shape women’s political involvement in contemporary Ukraine. 

Throughout the course, students will engage with primary and secondary sources, including historical 

documents, political writings, autobiographies, and scholarly articles, to conduct research on specific women 

leaders and movements. They will critically assess the impact of these women on Ukrainian political history 

and explore the broader implications of their involvement in political life. 

By the end of the course, students will gain a comprehensive understanding of the historical and 

contemporary experiences of women in Ukrainian politics. They will be able to analyse the complex 

relationship between gender and political power and will have developed the skills to conduct independent 

historical research. This course aims to provide graduate students with both a historical and theoretical 

framework to understand the intersection of gender and politics, and its relevance to the ongoing development 

of Ukrainian society. 

In addition to the historical analysis, the course will encourage students to think critically about 

contemporary gender issues in Ukraine, focusing on women’s ongoing struggles for political power, 

representation, and equality in the context of Ukraine’s rapidly evolving political landscape. This will involve 

a critical evaluation of the barriers women face in entering politics, the strategies they use to overcome these 

barriers, and the impact of their increasing political participation on both local and national governance. 

Overall, "Women in the Political History of Ukraine" is designed to provide students with a nuanced and 

interdisciplinary understanding of women’s roles in the political history of Ukraine. Through this course, 

students will gain a deeper appreciation of the historical contributions of Ukrainian women and will be 

equipped to contribute to the academic discourse on gender, politics, and history in Ukraine and Eastern 

Europe. 

 

2. The Aim and Objectives of the Course 

The aim of the course "Women in the Political History of Ukraine" is to provide a 

comprehensive understanding of the significant roles and contributions of women in Ukraine's 

political history. Through an exploration of key historical events, movements, and figures, the course 

will critically analyse the intersection of gender and politics, highlighting both the challenges and 



achievements of women in shaping the political landscape of Ukraine from the early modern period 

to the present. 
The main objectives of the course are:  

– To examine the historical context in which women participated in Ukrainian political life, 

identifying key periods of political change and the evolving roles of women in these contexts. 

– To analyse the contributions of Ukrainian women to major political movements, such as the 

struggle for independence, Soviet-era politics, and post-independence developments, with a 

focus on the women’s political activism and leadership. 

– To highlight the role of women in national and cultural resistance, particularly during periods of 

political repression, including the Soviet era and the struggle for Ukrainian identity. 

– To assess the political and social challenges faced by women in Ukraine throughout its history, 

including gender-based barriers to political leadership and participation, and how women have 

navigated these challenges. 

– To explore the impact of political movements such as the Orange Revolution and Euromaidan on 

the role of women in contemporary Ukrainian politics, and the significant female leaders 

involved in these movements. 

– To foster critical thinking about the intersection of gender, power, and politics, and to encourage 

discussions on how women's political involvement has shaped the course of Ukrainian history 

and continues to influence modern-day politics. 

3. Outcomes: 

– Analyіe the role of women in shaping Ukrainian political history through a historical lens, 

understanding their contributions in key periods such as the national revival, the struggle for 

independence, Soviet-era politics, and the post-independence era. 

– Identify and evaluate significant historical figures and movements involving women in Ukrainian 

political history, considering their impact on national and international political developments, 

and their influence on shaping the political identity of Ukraine. 

– Critically assess the intersection of gender and political power, examining how social, cultural, 

and historical factors influenced women’s roles in political life and how gender norms have been 

challenged or reinforced throughout Ukrainian history. 

– Evaluate the political, social, and economic barriers women faced in Ukraine’s political history, 

particularly under periods of political oppression and authoritarian rule, and the strategies they 

employed to overcome these obstacles. 

– Engage with primary and secondary sources to conduct independent historical research, 

particularly on the topic of women in Ukrainian politics, and produce scholarly papers that 

contribute to the academic field of history. 

– Interpret the impact of key political movements such as the Orange Revolution and Euromaidan 

on women’s participation in contemporary Ukrainian politics, understanding how these events 

influenced gender equality and political representation. 

– Contextualize the historical evolution of women’s political rights in Ukraine, considering both 

the historical and contemporary struggles for gender equality in the political sphere, and assess 

the trajectory of women’s political participation since Ukraine's independence in 1991. 

– Understand the historiography of gender and politics in Ukraine and Eastern Europe, comparing 

Ukrainian experiences to broader trends in post-Soviet states, and situating women’s political 

roles in the context of global feminist movements. 

 

 

4. Topics: 

Topic 1. Introduction to Women in Ukrainian History: Context and Historical Framework 

Topic 2. Women in the Cossack Hetmanate and Early Ukrainian Politics (17th - 18th Centuries) 

Topic 3. The Influence of Women in the Ukrainian National Revival (19th Century) 

Topic 4. Women’s Contributions to the Struggle for Ukrainian Independence (1917-1921) 

Topic 5. Soviet Ukraine: Women in Politics under Soviet Rule (1922-1991) 

Topic 6. Women’s Political Engagement During the Independence Period (1991-Present) 



Topic 7. Women and Political Movements: From the Orange Revolution to the Euromaidan 

Topic 8. Contemporary Issues and Challenges for Women in Ukrainian Politics 

 

 

5. Methods 

A variety of forms and methods of work: lecturing, conducting seminar classes, organizing 

independent student work under the guidance of the lecturer, supervising and controlling the 

completion of creative individual tasks, encouraging students to participate in discussions on 

problematic issues raised in the practical sessions. 

 

 

6. Control 

The assessment of the quality of students' knowledge is carried out through current and final 

(semester) control. 

Forms of students' participation in the educational process subject to current control include: 

 Presentation on the main topic 

 Supplementing, asking questions to the speaker, reviewing the presentation 

 Participation in discussions, interactive forms of organizing the class 

 Analysis of legal acts, historical sources, and monographs 

 Written assignments (independent work, analytical work, etc.) 

 Scientific research task (project) (written work formatted according to requirements). 

A positive assessment of current performance (the cumulative result of the current assessment for the 

semester), provided there are no missed or unmade seminar sessions, is the basis for admission to the 

final form of control – the pass/fail assessment. 

7. Grade 

Grade in 

Points 

Grade on the 

National Scale 

Grade on the ECTS Scale 

 

  Grade Explanation 

90-100 Excellent А Excellent 
(Excellent performance with only a few minor mistakes) 

82-89 Good В Very Good 
(Above average level with a few mistakes) 

75-81  

 

С Good 
(Generally correct performance with a significant number of 

substantial mistakes) 

67-74 Satisfactory D Satisfactory 
(Not bad, but with a considerable number of shortcomings) 

60-66  

 
Е Sufficient 

(Performance meets the minimum criteria) 

35-59 Unsatisfactory FХ Unsatisfactory 
(With the possibility of re-taking) 

1-34  

 
F Unsatisfactory 

(With mandatory re-taking of the course) 
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